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New Information at CPEC

Welcome to the June, 2007 edition of the CPEC newsletter, Bits of Data.
The intended audience for this publication is the analyst or the layperson
interested in accessing information and data about higher education in
California. The California Postsecondary Education Commission (CPEC)
periodically announces, through this publication, the availability of new data sets,
updates to existing data, and new research. The focus of this edition is two new,
exciting web applications, STEPS and Data Mining.

BPPVE - Sunsetting

The Bureau for Private Postsecondary and Vocational Education (BPPVE) is scheduled
to cease operations on June 30, 2007. The Bureau approves and oversees about
1,500 degree-granting and vocational schools. The legislature is working on solving
the problem.

Publications and Recent Research Projects

The Commission’s Accountability System hosts a growing number of reports in
support of the accountability data available through the website. Check out this
Unsubscribe section of the website now and after the June 5-6 Commission meeting.

Did you know?

Recent Data Updates (In The Commission stream; audio from. its meetings. !_isten in to the Iively. discussio-ns
the past 3 months) and learn about our policy work. A link to the Meeting Resource Page will be provided

from the home page.
e Private Institution Transfer

(2005) Eligibility Study
e Private Institution First- The Eligibility Study for the 2007 high school graduating class is underwa;./.. 'I.'I'-ns
Time Freshmen (2005) important project determines the percentage of students that meet the eligibility

requirements for the University of California (UC) and the California State University

Upcoming Data Updates (CSU). The Commission, the UC and the CSU jointly conduct these studies to assess

(Within the next 60 days) whether the number of students eligible to attend UC and CSU are consistent with the
State’s 1960 Master Plan for Higher Education. The report should be available in
e Public Institution December, 2007. Earlier studies have been well received.

Enrollment (2006)

. College Guide
. ublic Institution Degrees e . S .
o CaTe s Al The College Guide lists information on over 500 degree-granting institutions in

(2006) California and is useful for students, parents, teachers, and counselors. The web-
based version is updated daily. The latest edition of the College Guide is available in
print from the Commission for $10.00 or as a PDF (4.5 MB) for download.

A list of non-recognized accreditation agencies is now available from the College
Guide Accreditation web page.
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New Applications

Two new, exciting, applications are available this month. One tool, Data Mining is an
outgrowth of an internal application used for quality control. It will be used by many
of our users interested in Enrollment, First-time Freshmen and Degrees awarded.
You now have instant access to literally millions of data points from 1976 to the
present.

The School To Employment Pathways System (STEPS) bridges higher education to

employment. The audience for this tool is much broader and includes students,
parents, counselors, employers and policymakers.

Both of these tools are discussed below. Please provide us with feedback on both of
these applications. We are very excited about them and would like to know how they
can assist you.

Data Mining

The Data Mining page allows the user to look at trends over time in the aggregated
higher education tables used by the Commission. Data are available in the following
areas:

e Enroliment

e Firs-time Freshmen

e High School Graduates
e Transfer

e Degrees / Completions
This new tool allows you to select a number of options including (but not limited to):
e Segment

e Ethnicity

e Gender

e Student Level

e Time Status

A tolerance level can be set to see the percentage change between consecutive years,
and numbers are available back to 1976. It is very cool. We hope you use the page
a lot and ask a lot of questions. You will instantly see the data anomalies that
become problems for statisticians and all data wonks.

School To Employment Pathways System (STEPS)

The School To Employment Pathways System (STEPS) web page is a new tool for
Students and Counselors, Employers, and Policymakers. This important web
application explores the complexities of the relationships between degrees and jobs.
This tool simplifies the tasks involved and reveals similar jobs and / or degrees.

Students and counselors can match a degree to a career or see what jobs a particular
degree can prepare them for. Employers can focus their recruiting efforts by
determining which colleges and universities are graduating the people with a specific
skill or knowledge. Policymakers and institutions can determine if they need to focus
on specific degrees and find out which degree is required for various occupations.

Additional information is available about the selected occupation.

Recent Data and Data Updates
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Detailed explanations have been added for each of the reports available in the
Customized Reports section.

Public K-12 data (2005) from the California Department of Education have been
processed and made available for your use. Affected web pages:

e On-Line Data, Enrollment—Public Institution Freshmen

e On-Line Data, Degrees — High School Origin to CSU and UC

e High School Characteristics

e Statewide Snapshots - California High School Graduates Enrolling as Freshmen in
Public Postsecondary Education

The School Codes / Crosswalk web page is updated monthly. Look towards the
bottom of the page to see last update dates.

The California Context web page has three recent updates:

e The Unemployment Rate for California Counties has been updated

e The percent of the population with an advanced degree, bachelor’s degree or high
school diploma is now available

e The 2003 data for Median Household Income and Percent in Poverty has been
updated

CPEC Website... and YOU!

Have you seen the CPEC website recently? Most folks really like the new look and
feel. Itis easier on the eyes but you should still be able find things easily. Please let
us know what works what doesn’t. We are very interested in your opinion, and, as
many of you know, very responsive. Many changes to the website are made because
of comments and requests by you, our customers. Let us know if we need to add
other data, reports, etc. It never hurts to ask.

Feedback - For more information
Let us know what you would like to see in the Bits of Data. Drop us a line at
Data Request@cpec.ca.gov and share your thoughts. We want to hear from you.
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