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Recent Data Updates

e UC and CSU Full-Year
Transfer Data (2007)

e CDE K-12 Enrollment and
Graduation Data (2007)

New Information at CPEC

Welcome to the October 2008 edition of the CPEC newsletter, Bits of
Data. The California Postsecondary Education Commission (CPEC)
periodically announces, through this publication, the availability of new
datasets, updates to existing data, and new research. We always extend
a warm welcome to all of you that use our data and a THANK YOU to everyone for
your wonderful feedback and support.

Updated Data

We are pleased to announce the availability of 2007-08 Full-Year transfer data. Many
of you have waited patiently for this good news. Note: Gender is not available in the
Full-Year Transfer table.

Affected pages and caveats:

e Custom Reports — Transfers, Full-Year Transfers to Public Institutions. No known
issues except as noted above.

e Transfer Pathways — No known issues except as noted above.

We have received California Department of Education (CDE) K-12 enroliment and
graduate data and several updates for both public and private schools. The most
recent college-going data are for 2007. We expect additional updates for certain
high schools. A brief email update will be sent when these data are updated.

Affected pages and caveats:

e Custom Reports - Enrollment, Freshmen at Public Institutions / College Going
Counts - The data from some schools appear to be inconsistent. Please feel free
to contact us if you have any questions about the data. Visit the Data Caveats
page for additional information.

e Data Mining - No known issues except as noted above.
Census Data

New data from the Census Bureau have been used to update various sections of the
CPEC website. The new data include:

e Educational Attainment Data
e Median Income by County
e Income and Poverty Data

e County Economic Data
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CPEC Website
There are many important new features on the CPEC website:

Full-Time Equivalent Enroliment (FTE) data are now available from the Enroliment
section of the Custom Data Reports system. Reports can now be generated for
full-time equivalent enrollment, which counts the number of students based on
the total number of units attempted by all students. For example, if a full-time
student is defined as one taking 15 units, three students taking 10 units each
would count as two full-time students (30 units/15 units per full-time equivalent).

College Major and Career Search finds colleges that offer specific majors or
training for careers. This was developed with the assistance of JoAnn Henkel, a
career counselor who envisioned a tool to help other counselors.

The Degrees by Disability in the Degrees Awarded / Completions section of the
Custom Data Reports system now has the options to aggregate and filter the data
by the discipline or course of study (e.g.: Business/Managerial Economics).

A new report is available in the Degrees Awarded / Completions section of the
Custom Data Reports system. Users now have the ability to generate a report of
degrees awarded to transfer students aggregated by the source community
college, degree type, and discipline or course of study (e.g.: Organic Chemistry).

A new option has been added to the enrollment reports that include the student
level in the Custom Data Reports System. Users may now aggregate by the
classification of the student level, undergraduate, graduate, and other, and use
these options to filter the data.

The Freshmen Pathways report from the perspective of a public high school now
includes the number of high school graduates, a-g completions, and the
enrollment for that class as high school freshmen and seniors. See John F.
Kennedy High in Sacramento for an example.

Users can find the highest paying, or highest growth, occupation for a degree
level in Workforce Snapshots.

A short open-captioned video showing how to generate a custom data report is
available on the Custom Data Reports and Custom Data Reports Help web pages.

SAT and ACT scores and participation rates for the 50 states for 2008 are now
available from 50 State Comparison - Postsecondary Education Data.

Median household income and poverty rate for 2005 and unemployment rate for
2007 are now available from California County Comparison - Fiscal, Economics,

and Population.

Several data pages have been restructured and moved to a new section called
Workforce and Fiscal Data. The data on these pages have been available for a
long time, but the pages were buried and hidden. Hopefully, this restructuring
will help users to find the information.

Website Index — The Commission’s website index now has over 27,000 cross
mappings between some 3,800 web pages and 2,700 terms. If you cannot find
what you need between the Index and the Search, let us know. If you think of a
useful term or mapping, we can add it.

The website search results have been restructured to make it easier to find
information from our databases, documents and web pages.
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Commission Publications — Topical List Changing

Commission staff are currently revamping the Topical List of Publications. The list has
been reduced from over 60 topics to just over 20. Although we automated the
process, many reports had to be reclassified. Please pardon our dust while we finish
this important task and let us know if you see something out of place. We are also
looking at how our reports are numbered. This may change in the near future.

The Recent Publications page displays the more recent offerings.

Our Portfolio of Publications highlights recent, important documents on a variety of
topics.

Must read Reports and Fact Sheets:

Who Can Afford it? How Rising Costs are Making College Unaffordable for Working
Families

Using Educational Centers to Enhance Student Access and Success

An Analytic Method for Measuring Student Academic Preparation

How do we do it?

Folks are always astonished when they discover the size of our InfoSystems unit. We
have a huge staff of five wonderful people (4 full-time, 1 part-time) that make it all
happen. We manage well over 300 million records (over 36 million directly available
through the website), build and maintain internal applications, develop and maintain
our web tools and website, answer emails, phone calls and letters, and deal with the
daily bureaucratic paperwork that slows all of us down. We leverage technology and
data to provide you, our consumers, the best information available. With the
exception of the PDFs on the website, every page is data driven. We use the
information to advise users about the most popular pages in the past 60 minutes, to
generate a myriad of useful (and sometimes useless) internal reports, learn about our
users — where they come from, what type of hardware and software they use and
what hour of the day they visit our website. The number of data points, charts and
graphs that we can generate is dizzying.

The bottom line is that we all love our work because we believe in helping more kids
make that important decision to start — and finish — college. We know that is your
goal too. We are here to support your efforts.

Feedback - For more information

We do data! Let us know what you would like to see in the Bits of Data or on our
website. Drop us a line at Bits of Data@cpec.ca.gov and share your thoughts. We
want to hear from you.

Be sure to visit our Sign Up For Notification page to read previous editions of our Bits
of Data newsletter and to download Navigating Custom Reports, a user guide to the
Commission’s comprehensive Custom Data Reports.
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