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Asthe number of Cdiforniahigh school graduates con-
tinuesto rise over the next 10 years, demand for post-
secondary education isexpected toincreaseaswell. It
dsoisanticipated that the changing socid, culturd, and
academic characteristics and expectations of entering
sudentswill both challenge and enhance Cdiforniacol-
legesand universities.

Thisfact sheet describesimportant changesin the aca
demic characteristics of recent high school graduates
that relate directly to university digibility and student
preparation.

College preparatory curriculum

Thefreshman admission criteriaof the CdiforniaState
University and the University of Caiforniarequire ap-
plicantsto complete nearly identica college preparatory
curricula. Since 1994, public high schools havere-
ported annually the proportion of graduates who com-
pletethefull set of university required courseswith a
“C” gradeor better. Although the number of public high
school graduates has grown by 15.5 percent since
1996, the proportion of graduates who completed the
full university college-preparatory curriculadipped
dightly in 1999 to 35.6 percent.

By ethnic-racia group, Display 1 showsthat in 1999,
55 percent of Asian graduates and 41 percent of White
graduates compl eted the university-preparatory cur-
ricula, whereas only 26 percent of Black graduates, 22
percent of Latino graduates, and 23 percent of Native
American studentsdid so.

Advanced Placement participation

Another indicator of changesin the preparation levd of
studentsfor collegeisthe increasing number and pro-
portion of Cdiforniapublic high school twelfth graders
who take Advanced Placement (AP) courses and tests.
Earning ascoreof “3” or better on APtests may qudify
astudent for college credit.

DISPLAY 1 Proportion of Public High School
Graduates Completing a College Preparatory
Curriculum, 1996 to 1999

Percent

60.0

40.0 - White
30.0 1
Black
20.0 - J
L Native
10.0 1 Am
00 =———= Latino
N
% ]&9) {99 (9&9

Between 1996 and 1999, the percentage of graduates
who completed AP examinations rose from 14.6 per-
cent to 16.3. Large disparities continueto persist, how-
ever, in AP participation by racial-ethnic group, as
shown in Display 2. In 1999, for example, the AP par-
ticipation rate for Asian test takers (31.4) was nearly
twicethe overal rate of 17.9 percent, whereasthe AP
rate for Black graduates was less than half the overall
rate.

DISPLAY 2 Proportion of California Public High
School Twelfth Graders taking Advanced Placement
Examinations, 1996 to 1999
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Participation and performance on college
admissions tests

Cdiforniapublic universtiesrequirefirg-timefreshman
gpplicantsto submit scoresfor ether the Scholagtic As-
sessment Test (SAT) or the American College Testing
Assessment (ACT). TheUniversity of Cdiforniaaso
requires studentsto submit scoresfor the SAT I1: Sub-
ject Tests.

Duein part to the burgeoning size of the State’' s pub-
lic and private high school graduating class, the num-
ber of studentstaking the SAT increased by 15.9 per-
cent over the reporting period (1996 to 1999) to
151,636, while the number of ACT test takersin-
creased during the same period by 16.7 percent to
36,954. Displays 3 and 4 show the annual number of
SAT 1and ACT test takersby racia-ethnic group re-
Spectively.

With respect to test performance, the mean SAT Ver-
ba scorefor California graduates increased between
1996 and 1999 by two pointsto 497, but it isstill be-
low the nationa mean of 505. Cdifornia smean SAT
Math score rose by three points during the same pe-

riod to 514 and it isnow afew score points above the
national Math mean of 511.

Statewide SAT performance appears to be associated
to some degree with socioeconomic status, with stu-
dentsfrom higher-incomefamilies scoring better than su-
dentsfrom lessaffluent families. For example, themean
SAT Verbd scorefor Cdiforniastudentsfrom families
with a combined income of more than $100,000 was
557 (as compared to the mean score of all Caifornia
students of 497), while the mean SAT Math scorefor
the same income group was 575 (as compared to the
mean score of all Caiforniastudents of 514).

Over the past three years, the mean ACT composite
scorefor Californiapublic and private graduates edged
up 0.3 pointsto 21.3, now dightly above the national
mean of 21.0. The ACT composite scoreisthe sum of
the English, Mathematics, Reading, and Science Rea-
soning sections of the ACT. Likethe SAT, the ACT
also appearsto be associated with socioeconomic sta
tus. For example, the mean composite score for stu-
dents from families with acombined income of more
than $100,000 was 23.8, in comparison to the overall
mean of 21.2.

DISPLAY 3 California SAT | Tests Takers, 1996
to 1999
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DISPLAY 4 California ACT Test Takers, 1996 to
1999
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